BIG CAOWD SEES
EMPRESS BURN;
DAMAGE §15,000

Theater Was to Have Re-
opened Sunday—Insur-
ance $21,000.

ALL FIRE EQUIPMENT
FlGHTS THREE HOURS

To Probe Cause—Blaze Be-
lieved to Have Started
in Basement.

Fire Whlch slarted in the base-

ment of the New Lmyress theater
shortly after 9 o'clack last night de-
stroyed the front parl of the build-
ing. Damage is estimated at $15,000.

The theater was to have been re-
epenad Sunday with the “New York
Cabharet.” It was closed Monday when
W, M; Abrahamson termlinated the
contract of the Manhaltan Opera
company. Tmprovements to the play-

Abrahanison canceled $16,000 insur-
ance .on e house Jan. 1, leaving
121,000, N

All Equipment Out.

ANl Duluth fire fightin, s and
equipment, except those in Lakeside
and New Dulnth, were kept busy un-
til after mfdnight and traffic on Fast
Superior xtreet suffered a delay of
more than an hour. A crowd of 5,000
packed the streel,

The hlaze had gained much head-
may when the alarm was turned in
:27 o'clock, and firemen were
hundlcapr\ed by dense smoke which

fled efforts to reach the fire In the
fronl central partion of the theater.
It is supposed that the hlaze orlgin.
ated in a paint room, where highly
inflammable material was stored.
Cause Uncertain.

The theater was deserted when the
fire started. Abrahamson had left
the box office for the Zeldy meater
at 8:30 a'clock.  William 3adiza
Janitor, Jeft the thoster § minates
betore smoke was seen bursting from
the windows and could not account
for the blaze,

Members. of the opera company.
| whase trunks were nma m lhe m..
¢ ater. after- theirenzage:
| minated, had removed el belang.
ings in the afternoon. It was sald.
According to Abrahamson, the paint
room was locked and the anly keys
were In the hands of the theater
munnnmenl.

\Will Investigate,

Tnvestization whI be made taday tn
determine more accurately the source
nl lhe blaze and estimate the dam-

*Ybrahamson dees mot belleve the
fire had any connection with his
controversy with the  apern  trouna
over salaries. Late yesterday after-
noon he conferred with Ray M.
Hughes, attorney for the players, and
agreed ta stand the expense of re-
| turning the stranded players to_Naw
b (Continued an Tax
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York. It was stated that the dispute
had been closed amlcably and nobody
hag an+ grievance,
“I don't know it I will rehuud »
eald Abrahamson. *; in
much of a muddle right tow to !ay
what I am golng to do." i
Woman Spreads Alarm, i
Detective Donald . Irvine turned
in the alarm after Mrs. G. J. Docken, |
who conducts the Empress hotel a |
few doors from the theater, detected |
smoke and ran to the street to spread |
the alarm, John Pendergast, stage

\xnlmkcd the theater doors immedi-
atel

Toportant papers were recoverod :
from (he box office by flremen. Ten
hassball seorshoards, - worth  $1,000
stored in the front end of the build-
ing, were destroyed. More serious
damiage was averted “hen Aremen
kept the blaze from the stage, maving
seenery and  other valuable e'luip-

Bullding Flooded, .
Much of lhe damnge was done hy

a dozen lines of hnse which played
steady Pireams into the building from
al sides,
‘ o'clock  the flames burst
thiousn the Toof and. Commiesioner
Hicken's new $12,000 aerial truck was
used for the fifst time In fire con-
ditions. The 75-foot acrlal ladder
was sprung and mounted automat-
ically part of the way. lland power
\puued it to proper position and the

was converted Into & water
tm\er, from which a atream was
hrown ‘aomn Tnte the interiec of i
theater.

Chief Randall, alarmed by
clarn of n Turngce i ine Intetor of
the theater, called for help from West
‘Duluth shorlly after 11 o'clock.
triple combination was sent.

By midnight clouds of &team jn-
'stead of enioke told that the blaze
was under control and the crowd dis-
persed. 1t was found that the floor

side and the roof was partially huri
away,  The entire = theater
Grenched,

Norman Johnson, drummer in the
Empress orehestra, discovered the
Onlj lreak of the fire. After the
Umiake  had | cleared wufticiently to
[admu him 1o the orchestra pit he

found his drum unharmed, hul the
eticks, laying on top of i, burned In

wo

he l-mprenn was opened ln lhe
3t wag first kn
" ineat ter.

ducted the
Abruhamson {00k over the hlayhouse
tw years ago. The bhuilding fs valued
at $13,000.

James Allen, assistant at the the-
ater, was to hdte left lanighl. for Chi-
g0 tq witness a production of the

“New York Cabaret’ prepummn to
the opening here Sunday,  This piece,
a seven tablold offering, was to he
folloned with the “Henpeenea Trus.




